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Stephen Kamlish has been instructed in serious and high-profile cases throughout his
career. He has had a leading practice for the defence in the Central Criminal Court and on
Appeal in the House of Lords, Privy Council and the Court of Appeal.
His first leading brief was in 1985, when he was six years call, in the case of R v Maher at
the Central Criminal Court (attempted murder of a police officer).

"He's hard-working, an excellent advocate and a barrister who's very
good with clients." "He's a real fighter in the courtroom."
CHAMBERS UK, 2020 (CRIME, BAND 1)

"If the police or corrupt witnesses have sought to bend the evidence, there
is nobody better to consider instructing."
LEGAL 500, 2020 (CRIME, TIER 1)

"He's a formidable performer; no challenge is too strong."
CHAMBERS UK 2019 (CRIME, BAND 1)

"Utterly fearless in the face of hostile judges and brilliant at crossexamining police officers."
LEGAL 500 2019 (CRIME, TIER 1)

"Utterly fearless and easy to communicate with. He is the counsel you go
to if you want to go to war."
CHAMBERS UK 2018 (CRIME, BAND 1)

If you would like to get in touch with Stephen please contact the clerking team:
crimeclerksmailbox@gclaw.co.uk | +44 (0)20 7993 7600
You can also contact Stephen directly:
+44 (0)20 7993 7787

CRIMINAL DEFENCE
R v Bhadresh Gohil, Southwark Crown Court, 2016
Bhadresh Gohil was accused of perverting the course of public justice by making allegations of police
corruption to the press. The defence in this case was that allegations of police corruption were, in fact, true.
Following an abuse of process argument and repeated requests for disclosure and review, the Crown offered
no evidence on 21 January 2016. In October 2016, Stephen represented Mr Gohil at confiscation proceedings.
The case has received substantial media coverage, see the BBC, The Telegraph and Daily Mail.
R v Nana Oppong Central Criminal Court, 2015
First and most active defendant of seven tried for the brutal murder of a young man, all of which was caught
in daylight on two clear CCTV cameras. Others were convicted of murder.
R v Stacey Hyde Winchester Crown Court, 2015
Stacey was convicted of murdering a violent man in 2010 when she was aged 17 and he was aged 32. Her

conviction was quashed and a retrial ordered in 2014 on the ground that fresh medical evidence showed she
may only have been guilty of manslaughter by reason of diminished responsibility. At her retrial she was
acquitted of both murder and manslaughter on the grounds of self-defence. This case was reported widely by
the media, including by The Guardian, the BBC and The Telegraph.
R v Fiaz Munshi Oxford Crown Court, 2014
The defendant was put on trial 16 years after four others were convicted of the murder of two children in a
deliberately-started house fire in Oxford in 1997. It was alleged that the defendant had recruited the four men
(convicted of murder) to set fire to the house which contained six people in the course of a family feud. The
defendant was acquitted of murder and convicted of manslaughter.
2013/14: Stephen was currently instructed as one of a team of lawyers by the Freedom and Justice party in
Egypt on behalf of the imprisoned President Morsi to advise upon bringing international and national
criminal proceedings for crimes against humanity and crimes of universal jurisdiction against the current
military junta.
R v Dr X, 2013 (Salisbury Crown Court)
Dr X, a GP was accused of multiple unlawful sexual assaults by penetration of a woman police officer who had
attended the surgery for a swollen bee sting on her lower right leg. Acquitted on all counts.
R v Khan, 2012 (Sheffield Crown Court)
Four defendants charged with murdering a youth by driving into him in a public street in the presence of
witnesses. The remaining defendants pleaded guilty to lesser offences. Mr Khan was then tried on his own for
murder. He was acquitted on this and all lesser counts.
R v McEwan and Smith, 2012 (Woolwich Crown Court)
A shooting case in which Stephen applied for the case to be stayed as an abuse of process on the ground that
the police and CPS had permitted the main prosecution witness to commit crime without charging him in
order that he should give evidence for the prosecution in this trial. Judge found that the case should be stayed
for abuse. Not guilty verdict recorded.
R v Grant and others, 2012 (Central Criminal Court)
The shooting of two people by a youth aiming at another person in south London. One victim was a five-yearold girl who is now paralysed from the neck down. The other, an innocent shopper, was shot in the face.
Convicted. Permission to appeal has been granted.
R v Lewis Wilson, 2010 (Central Criminal Court)

The defendant and others were charged with the murder of a youth in the street in east London. There were a
total of 12 eyewitnesses who identified Wilson as present or as a knife-wielding attacker. His defence was that
he was not in the area when the killing took place. There was also confession evidence and CCTV footage said
to show him walking metres away from and towards the killing with a knife. Unanimously acquitted by the
jury. Three prosecution witnesses were subsequently charged with perjury.
R v Khan and 6 others, 2010 (Sheffield Crown Court)
Seven defendants charged with a conspiracy to murder in which the victim was shot and killed. This was
followed by the killing of the gunman a few days later by those who had employed him. Stephen sought a stay
of proceedings against all defendants on the basis of an allegedly corrupt police investigation and a failure to
disclose material (which pointed to the innocence of some defendants) by the police and the CPS. Seven days
into the abuse of process hearing the Crown conceded and invited the court to record not guilty verdicts
against all seven defendants.
Palestinian Families in Gaza v Tzipi Livni, 2009 (Westminister Magistrates' Court)
Stephen applied for and was granted an arrest warrant for war crimes arising out of Operation Cast Lead in
Gaza in 2008 committed by the deputy prime minister of Israel. This was the first warrant to be granted
against an Israeli politician in the UK, all earlier ones having been refused.
R v Baybasin, 2008 - 2010 (Woolwich Crown Court)
Long-running series of trials of an alleged drugs baron described by his accomplice who turned Queen's
evidence as "controlling 90% of all the heroin smuggling in Europe." Convicted, quashed on appeal, re-tried
and acquitted on a submission of no case to answer.
R v Dr Mohammed Asha and Dr Bilal Abdullah, 2008, (Woolwich Crown Court)
The London and Glasgow Airport bombing conspiracy of June 2007. Stephen's client, Dr Asha, was acquitted.
Stephen then represented him before the Special Immigration Appeals Commission where he appealed
against the Home Secretary's deportation order. The appeal was allowed and Dr Asha now works as a
neurosurgeon in the NHS.
R v Nasri and 3 others, 2008 (Central Criminal Court)
The contract killing of Metropolitan Police Special Constable Nisha Patel-Nasri. Stephen's client was the only
defendant of four to be acquitted.
R v Ibrahim and 5 others, 2006/7 (Woolwich Crown Court)
The alleged 21/7 London bombers. Stephen's client was the only one of the five alleged bombers not to have

been convicted. The defendant later pleaded guilty to a lesser offence. He is now leading a team of four
barristers and two solicitors on an appeal against conviction on behalf of his client and is also representing
three of the convicted defendants on a Criminal Cases Review Commission (CCRC) application against
conviction. This appeal is on the ground that the principal scientist called by the Crown at trial gave false and
perjured evidence as the viability of the devices.
R v Martin, Gregory and others, 2005 (Leicester Crown Court)
The New Year's Eve drive-by shootings in Birmingham. Two murders, three attempted murders.
Palestinian Families in Gaza v General Doron Almog, 2005, (Bow Street Magistrates' Court)
First successful application for an international arrest warrant under Geneva Conventions Act 1957 for war
crimes in Gaza, against the Commander of the Israeli forces.
Counsel to Harold Shipman following his conviction for murdering 15 of his patients, in 2000 at Preston
Crown Court. Advising on appeal.
Stephen Lawrence Inquiry
First junior counsel to the Lawrence family in the private prosecution of the alleged killers of Stephen
Lawrence, 1998 (Central Criminal Court). Then counsel to the Lawrence family at the five month MacPherson
Inquiry, 1999.
R v Donna Clarke and two others, 1999 (Bristol Crown Court)
Three murders and arson with intent. First convictions quashed on appeal, proceedings at retrial then stayed
as an abuse of process, despite the `court of Appeal having ordered a retrial.
R v Kayretli, 1998 (Chelmsford Crown Court)
Essex 'kebab shop' murder, corpse stored in meat fridge whilst kebab shop continued to trade. Allegation
(denied) that customers were being sold kebabs made of human meat as when the corpse was discovered it
had virtually no flesh on the skeleton. Acquittal on murder but convicted of manslaughter. Conviction
quashed on appeal.
R v Gannon and seven others, 1997 (Central Criminal Court)
Alleged IRA plot to disable the entire electricity supply to Greater London by bombing a number of electricity
sub stations. Convicted. Sentence of 35 years imprisonment altered to two years following the Good Friday
Agreement.
Stephen was instructed in a number of Prevention of Terrorism Act and Terrorism Act cases, representing

alleged IRA members on charges including conspiracy to murder and cause explosions in the 1990s. There
was only one conviction, as set out above.
Counsel for Flying Squad and Operation Trident number one targets including Charlie Knight, Tony Ward,
George Ellis, Edwin Appiah and Mark Lambie in a series of trials throughout the 1990s.The charges ranged
from murder to armed robberies and drug conspiracies.
R v Lady Dawn Kennedy, 1992 (Central Criminal Court)
Defendant had accused four men of rape. Following police investigation, which concluded that no rape had
occurred, she was charged on four counts of perverting the course of public justice. She was acquitted on all
counts on the defence that all four had raped her.
R v Stone, 1988 (Chelmsford Crown Court)
Operation Lager. At the time, the largest ever UK drugs operation, involving 53 defendants and 80 to 100
tonnes of cannabis in 41 separate importations. Stone was the principal defendant. Stephen represented him
both in The Netherlands, during extradition proceedings, and in the UK on final disposal when he pleaded
guilty.
R v Silcott, Braithwaite and others, 1986 (Central Criminal Court)
The murder of PC Blakelock and Broadwater Farm 'riots' and two subsequent appeals in which the convictions
were quashed.

INTERNATIONAL CRIME AND CONFLICT LAW
Palestinian Families in Gaza v Tzipi Livni, 2009 (Westminster Magistrates' Court)
Stephen applied for and was granted an arrest warrant for war crimes arising out of Operation Cast Lead in
Gaza in 2008 committed by the deputy prime minister of Israel. This was the first warrant to be granted
against an Israeli politician in the UK, all earlier ones having been refused.

BACKGROUND
Stephen Kamlish QC joined Garden Court Chambers in 2013 after practising at Tooks Chambers.

EDUCATION
BA (Hons) Law

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIP
Criminal Bar Association (CBA)

LANGUAGES
French
Italian
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