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14-year-old loading a sawn-off shotgun 
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Armed gang jailed


5/ 9/2008

A GANG who used a mobile phone to film one of their 14-year-old members loading a shotgun before bringing terror to the streets of Manchester has been jailed for a total of 36 years.

The group of teenagers carried out a spate of car robberies armed with a sawn-off shotgun and a fake handgun and wearing balaclavas. 

They were caught after a high-speed chase at the end of a 48-hour crime spree which included four armed robberies.

Four members of the gang threatened a woman in Old Trafford to steal the keys to her Ford Focus and they used the car to target a string of victims.

They pulled up in front of another Ford Focus and pointed a gun at the driver and demanded his bracelet, robbed his passengers and stole his car.

The next day, July 23rd 2006, they robbed a man of his car in Whalley Range and later robbed a 14-year-old cyclist at gunpoint in Stretford.

Within hours another motorist was threatened with the shotgun and pistol whipped as the gang demanded his car. Police saw the gang in one of the stolen Ford Focus cars in Moss Side shortly afterwards and they were arrested after a high speed chase.

Five gang members have now been jailed at Minshull Street Crown Court, Manchester, after being found guilty of conspiracy to rob and firearms offences.

Lance Antonio Jones, 20, from Hulme, was jailed for 12 years. Kyle Weilding, 18, from Old Trafford, was jailed for seven years.

Kieran Proverbs-Brown, 19, Hulme, was jailed indefinitely and will only be eligible to apply for parole after seven years.

Convivted 

He was already in jail for a minimum of 12 years being convicted of conspiracy to murder and firearm offences.

A 16-year-old boy, who cannot be named for legal reasons, was given an indeterminate sentence and will not be eligible for parole for five years.

Another 16-year-old, who also cannot be identified, pleaded guilty at an earlier hearing to conspiracy to rob, possessing a prohibited weapon and possessing an imitation firearm. 

He was given an indeterminate sentence for the public protection and will only be eligible to apply for parole after four and a half years. 

Police discovered mobile phone footage which showed the teenager, who was then aged just 14, demonstrating how to load a sawn-off-shotgun. 

Speaking after the case, Det Insp Bob Tonge, of Trafford CID, said: "The members of this gang are dangerous and ruthless criminals. 

"Trafford CID worked closely with GMP's Xcalibre Task Force in ensuring they were brought to justice and the impact of the custodial sentences passed today cannot be underestimated as this group terrified their victims. "Their victims and the wider community showed courage in coming forward and giving witness statements, which led to this gang being convicted. "The sentences passed today give a clear indication that this sort of criminality will be dealt with severely."
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